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Included Highlights 

Oribi Gorge 
Addo Elephant National Park 
Bloukrans Bridge  
Tsitsikamma National Park 
Wilderness Lakes 

Birds of Eden 
Cango Caves 
Ostrich Farm 
Route 62 
Wine Tasting 

 
Intended Itinerary 
It is our intention to adhere to the route described below but a certain amount of flexibility is built into the tour and on occasion 
it may be necessary or desirable to make alterations to the published itinerary. Please therefore treat the following as a guide 
only.  This tour is an accommodated tour with no participation asked of clients.  
 
Duration:   6 Days 
Countries visited:  South Africa 
This tour departs on selected departure dates

 
Day 1 
Durban – Wild Coast, Eastern Cape 
Distance Travelled: +/- 380 km 
Drive Day: Full day including activities 
 
Depart Durban we take the coastal route along lush 
vegetation and rugged coastline to Oribi Gorge Nature 
Reserve our first stop. Named after the Oribi antelope this is 
a wonderfully scenic area boasting cliffs, forests and nature 
hiking trails. We continue inland and enter the Eastern Cape 
Province (formerly the Transkei). Traversing hilly grasslands 
and passing through Xhosa homesteads and tiny hamlets we 
come to our accommodation for the evening. Nestled 
between rolling hills and lush tropical forest the Mbotyi 
lodge is comfortable and clean , a relaxed beginning to our 
tour.   
 
Accommodation: Mbotyi Lodge or similar – Twin/Double 
rooms with en-suite facilities 
Meals included: Dinner 

Day 2 
Wild Coast, Eastern Cape to Chintsa, East London 
Distance Travelled: +/- 360 km 
Drive Day: Full day including activities 
 
We depart after breakfast for Mthatha (or Umtata) – a focal 
point of the Nelson Mandela Route. The town’s name 
derives from the nearby Mthatha River which was named 
after the Sneezewood (umtati) tree. The wood of the tree is 
supposed to have medicinal properties. The town is also 
home to three museums giving an insight into the life of 
Nelson Mandela. Known affectionately as 'Madiba', Mandela 
is loved and respected world-wide for his energy in bringing 
about a peaceful transition of political power in post-
apartheid South Africa.   
 
Our next stop is Chinsta, a village in the Wild Coast of the 
Eastern Cape located at the mouth of the Chintsa River. We 

spend the night here surrounded by rolling lush hills and 
tropical beach forests overlooking the Ocean.  
 
Accommodation: Crawford’s Beach Lodge or similar – 
Twin/Double rooms with en-suite facilities 
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner 

Day 3 
Chintsa – Addo Elephant Park - Port Elizabeth 
Distance Travelled: +/- 370 km 
Drive Day: Full day including activities 
 
Departing Chintsa, our journey takes us to East London, the 
only river port in South Africa, and where the prehistoric 
coelacanth (fish) was caught in 1938.  Continuing along the 
coast we visit Port Alfred, on the Kowie River mouth, and 
Grahamstown. This small cathedral city is considered the ‘art 
capital’ of South Africa and is steeped in history.  
 
Our last stop for the day is the Addo Elephant National Park. 
We spend time exploring the park - Addo can exclusively 
claim to be contain the “Big 7” – the Big 5 (leopard, lion, 
elephant, rhino, buffalo) and southern right whale and the 
great white shark off the Algoa Bay coast. This wonderful 
park is sanctuary to over 600 elephant, as well as lion, 
buffalo, black rhino, spotted hyena, leopard, a variety of 
antelope and zebra species – so you are assured of good 
viewing. After game-driving, we make our way to our 
accommodation, situated 100 metres from Port Elizabeth’s 
beachfront. 
 
Accommodation: Fifth Avenue Beach House or similar – 
Twin/Double rooms with en-suite facilities 
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner 

 
Day 4 
Port Elizabeth - Knysna 
Distance Travelled: +/- 285 km 
Drive Day: Full day including activities 
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Departing ‘PE’ (‘Pee Eee’ - as it’s often called) we make our 
way to the Tsitsikamma National Park (in the Khoisan 
language it translates to 'The place of much water') to 
admire the beauty of the rugged cliffs and indigenous forests 
that span the coastal edge. Cross the suspension bridge over 
the mouth of storms river. We continue to Birds of Eden 
travelling via Bloukrans Ridge, the highest road bridge in 
Africa. At a height of 216m this is also one of the highest 
bungee jumps in the world! If you wish to make a jump be 
sure to tell your tour guide as booking is usually necessary. 
Birds of Eden is the world's largest free flight aviary, home to 
exotic as well as native African birds, many of which were 
brought in with injuries or else confiscated illegal breeders. 
The centre has won numerous awards for their sustainability 
and responsible tourism.   
 
 Continue to Knysna travelling via Plettenberg Bay. Stop at 
the Knysna Lagoon and admire the view to the ‘Heads’ – the 
two promontories that guard the entrance to the lagoon - 
before heading into Knysna itself. The rest of the day is at 
leisure. 
 
This evening after dinner, retire to our guest house nestled 
against the Eastern Head and overlooking Knysna Lagoon  
 
Accommodation:  Rex Hotel or similar – Twin/Double rooms 
with en-suite facilities 
Meals included: Dinner 

 
Day 5 
Knysna – Oudtshoorn 
Driving Time: Full day including activities 
Distance Travelled: +/- 210 km 
 
The morning is at leisure – giving you the opportunity to 
explore this picturesque town well-known for its locally 
made art and crafts. After a relaxing morning, travel through 

the lush forests of the Wilderness National Park, via George 
before continuing over the Outeniqua Mountains to 
Oudtshoorn. Known as the ‘Feather Capital’ due to the 
ostrich feather boom dating back to 1860s, the industry still 
thrives.     
 
There is an option today to visit the Cango Wildlife Ranch 
before we dinner. Your guide will explain the options and 
costs. Our guest house is set in a tranquil setting with views 
toward the Swartberg Mountains and the Olifants River 
Valley 
 
Accommodation: La Plume Guest House or similar – 
Twin/Double rooms with en-suite facilities 
Meals included: Breakfast, Dinner 

 
Day 6 
Oudtshoorn – Cape Town 
Distance Travelled: +/- 440 km 
Driving Time: Full day including activities 
 
Rising early, we depart after breakfast for our last day on 
tour.  
 
We stop of at an Ostrich farm to view these magnificent 
creatures before taking the famous Route 62 and scenic Du 
Toit’s Kloof mountain pass. The pass was named after 
Francois Du Toit, a 17th-century Huguenot pioneer who 
settled in the foothills. Along the way, we visit one of the 
many local Wine Estates to sample some of South Africa’s 
finest wines and soak up the atmosphere of this very well 
known area. Finally, we head for the mother city, Cape Town, 
where our tour ends on arrival. 
 
Accommodation: Nil 
Meals included: Breakfast 
 

 
 

 
Tour information 
Tour style:   Signature Tours & Safaris (South Africa) 

This tour is operated by an experienced local (African) ground handler who has maintained high 
standards of tourism over a long period. We believe that working with local operators assists the 
community to benefit in a sustainable way from tourism, as well as providing clients with the 
extensive local knowledge and enthusiasm that local staff bring to ensure the safari is as enjoyable as 
it is memorable. 

What’s included:  Tour highlights, transport, accommodation, meals as indicated, services of an English-speaking driver     
                                                tour leader. 
What’s not included:  Visas, travel insurance, flights, airport transfers, optional activities, laundry, gratuities, passport & visa 

fees, items of a personal nature 
Accommodation:  Accommodation is in double or twin rooms with en-suite facilities. Many are situated in comfortable 

and picturesque locations.  
Transport:   8-seater microbus/ 3-seater sedan 
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Tour preparation 
BOOKING INFORMATION 
When you make a confirmed booking for your tour you will be sent (usually be email) a detailed itinerary and travel related 
documents. Once you pay in full, we issue your Travel Voucher with details of your meeting point and any last minute 
instructions. Both Durban King Shaka Airport (DUR) and Cape Town International (CPT) are well served by a variety of airlines. 
Your travel agent can advise on flights to and from the start and finish of your tour.  
 
Durban’s King Shaka International (DUR) is some 40km outside the city but widely serviced by taxis and transfers services The tour 
begins with a pick up from your city hotel after breakfast 9:00am on Day 1 and a drop off at your Cape Town hotel at around 17:00 
on Day 6. If you have not arranged, you pre tour accommodation through Acacia please tell us where you are staying the night 
before departure so we can ensure there are no delays on the first day of the tour. 
 
Joining Information   
Meeting point in Durban:                                 Pick up from your hotel in Durban 
                                                                               (If we have not reserved your accommodation in Port Elizabeth for you please  
                                                                                remember to tell us where you are staying the night before departure!) 
Tour start time:    09h00 (9:00am) 
Tour end point in Cape Town:       Drop off at your hotel in Cape Town 
Tour end time:    Late afternoon around 17h00 (5:00pm) on Day 6 

 
PRE-TOUR ACCOMMODATION 
 
This tour departs Durban early on Day 1; we strongly recommend therefore that you plan to arrive the day before departure to 
overcome any jet-lag and acclimatise to Africa. We would be happy to book pre-tour and post-tour accommodation for you – 
please call or email us (or speak to your agent) with your arrival details and accommodation requirements.  
 
However please book early to avoid disappointment and the risk of having to find more expensive (or less convenient) lodgings. 
 
If time allows, we suggest extending your post tour stay in Cape Town to make the most of the city and the surrounding area.  
 
See below for a guide to extra accommodation costs. These prices are a guideline only and are subject to change so please check 
with Acacia or your agent for current prices. 
 
Please note Ashanti Lodge is a Backpacker/ Guesthouse option 
 

Description Price (USD) Description Price (USD) 

Durban – Road Lodge, Umhlanga Ridge  Cape Town – Ashanti Lodge, Gardens  

Pre tour accommodation – twin pp/pn $ 60 Post tour accommodation – twin pppn $ 55 

Pre tour accommodation – single pp/pn $ 115 Post tour accommodation – single pppn $ 75 

 

 
WHAT TO BRING 
Please try to keep your luggage to a minimum, bearing in mind that most airlines impose a 20kg luggage limit.  A large soft holdall 
or backpack and a smaller day pack is ideal.  On this tour you will need a mixture of lightweight cool clothing for the day and 
warm clothing (i.e. fleece, long trousers and hat) for mornings and evenings as it can be cool on game drives. Pack a light rain 
jacket. It is advisable to bring mosquito spray throughout the year. A money belt/pouch that can be worn comfortably beneath 
your clothing is recommended. Please avoid bringing unnecessary valuables. [NB: You do not need a sleeping bag for this tour.]  
A power bank is useful to charge electronic devices. 

 
VACCINATIONS / HEALTH 
The table below indicates the vaccinations suggested for travel on this tour but should be treated as a guide only. You should 
seek professional medical advice from your GP or clinic at least six weeks prior to departure.  
 
 

Country Tetanus Diphtheria Polio Hepatitis A Hepatitis B Typhoid Meningitis Rabies Yellow Fever Malaria 
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South Africa R R R R - R - -         * R 

C = Compulsory, R = Recommended, * = If travelling from infected countries a certificate of proof may be required. 
NB To be used as a guide only. Please see your GP or travel clinic for up-to-date medical advice. 

 
VISA REQUIREMENTS 
The table below indicates the visas required for travel to the countries on this tour but should be treated as a guide only. At 
least one month prior to travel seek confirmation from embassies or a visa specialist, that these requirements are still current. 
For UK citizens the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) offers free up-to-date travel info: www.fco.gov.uk. For other 
nationalities a number of travel advice websites are listed on the Acacia website. 
 

Nationality UK AUS NZ USA CAN BEL IRE NED DEN ITA GER AUT SWE FIN NOR MEX KOR 

South Africa No No Yes No No No No No No No No No No No No Yes No 

  
NB The above is a guide only. Please check all visa requirements at least one month in advance of travel. Most nationalities 
do not need to obtain any of the above visas in advance. They are available at the border entry points and payable in US$ 
cash.  

 
Money Matters 
PERSONAL EXPENSES 

Naturally you will require extra money for your own personal spending on the tour, for snacks, drinks, souvenirs, tips and items 
of a personal nature. Everybody has different spending habits but as a guideline we suggest you budget US$15-30 per day. Most 
spending will be in South Africa Rand (for incidental expenses along the way, optional activities, most additional accommodation 
before/after the trip) but it’s a good idea to bring along some US$ cash for any international airport taxes or visas. 

- Spending money is best carried as cash in either South Africa Rand cash or US dollars, Sterling or Euro which can be 
exchanged into Rand on arrival and as you travel. Your guide will give general guidance about spending during the tour.  
- Currencies are as follows:  South Africa Rand.  
- ATM machines are found throughout South Africa 
- Credit cards and Debit cards can be used to pay for larger optional activities although fees for use may be higher than 
you are accustomed to at home.   

 
TIPPING 
As in many areas where tourism is an important contributor to the economy it has become customary to offer a small gratuity 
to local staff at the end of the tour if service has been of a high standard. Naturally this always remains at your discretion. 

 

Optional Activities – approximate prices; subject to change, availability and travel times on the day. 

Activity Price (ZAR) Activity Price (ZAR) 

Cango Endangered Wildlife Ranch From R 140 Bloukrans Bridge Walk R 250 

Bungee Jumping at Bloukrans Bridge From R 1400 
  

 
INSURANCE 

It is a booking condition of Acacia that you have full travel insurance valid for the duration of your tour to cover you for medical 
emergency and repatriation to your home country. Your guide will ask you for a copy of this when you join the tour. It is also 
important that you leave a copy of your insurance with the person nominated as your emergency contact. We can recommend a 
respected, specialist travel insurance provider for this tour. Please refer to: https://acacia-africa.com/travel-info for more details. 
 
In the UK the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (www.fco.gov.uk) issues free up to date travel advice for all countries visited on 
tour. Most other governments offer a similar service to citizens. We recommend you review this information before you book your 
tour. Naturally we welcome any questions you may have about security and safety on tour. 

 
Responsible Travel 
We strongly believe that you get the most out of a journey by respecting the culture and people of the places you visit. On our 
tours we try to travel in a way that benefits the communities we pass through and minimises negative impact on the environment. 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/
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This can be from ensuring the accommodation we use are clean when we leave and dressing respectfully in conservative areas to 
getting involved with local charity projects. We ask that you are open to this when you travel with us. Being proactive in responsible 
travel helps develop cross-cultural understanding and friendships with the local people and will greatly enhance your experience 
in Africa. 

 
Contact Us 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Lower Ground Floor 
23A Craven Terrace 
Lancaster Gate 
London 
W2 4DQ 
T: +44 (0) 20 7706 4700  
F: +44 (0) 20 7706 4686 
E: info@acacia-africa.com 

 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 
PO Box 27632 
Rhine Road 
Cape Town 
8051 
South Africa 
T: +27 (0) 21 556 1157 
F: +27 (0) 21 557 5983 
Skype: acacia-reservations 

 
Get Connected 

WIFI on tour:  
While WIFI is becoming more common in some areas of Africa we cannot guarantee the speed, cost or reliability during your 
tour. 
 
Join our Facebook group www.facebook.com/AcaciaAfrica and get connected with other Acacia travellers, check out the pictures, 
videos and feedback from their tours and meet up with other people booked on your tour 
 
Upload your travel stories to Acacia Live: www.acacialive.com 
 
Find us on Instagram #acaciaafrica and tag us in your amazing travel photographs! 
 
Follow us on twitter @AcaciaAfrica and get the latest buzz. Got a question? Ask us on twitter! Or tag us at #AcaciaIsAfrica 
 
Follow our blog at http://acacia-africa.com/blog and get regular updates from our crew on the road as well as other Acacia 
Travellers 
 
Don’t forget to sign up to our newsletter to get regular updates and special offers www.acacia-africa.com  
 
For information on our Adventure Camping and Accommodated Tours, Small Group Safaris, Signature Tours & Safaris (South 
Africa), Short Safaris & Treks, Short Breaks & City Stays and our Tailor-Made Travel, please visit www.acacia-africa.com 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/AcaciaAfrica
http://www.acacialive.com/
http://acacia-africa.com/blog
http://www.acacia-africa.com/

